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Event to officially unveil the restored Mayoral Robe of Alderman Reuben Farley took place in 

the Park’s Pavilion on Saturday 3 August in ‘Love Parks Week’ 

Date for your diary 
Saturday 7 September 11am-2pm 
Autumn Fair in Dartmouth Park 

Lots of interesting stalls, including many of your  favourites 
such as Plants, Cakes, Bric-a-Brac, and Tombola.  There will 
be plenty of children’s entertainment with WBA coaches 
giving Skills Training and organising a Penalty Shoot-Out, 
free Bouncy Castle, free Punch and Judy Show, free Face 
Painting and much more.  For the adults Mytime Health will 
be in the pavilion offering free health checks. 

Refreshments available in the Joe Johnson Snack Bar 

It promises to be a great event and admission is free. 

 
New toddlers’ play area opens near the Pavilion 

What a splendid afternoon was had by all who attended the 
unveiling of the Mayoral Robe of West Bromwich's first Mayor, 
Alderman Reuben Farley, which dates back to 1882.  

Following the unveiling of the newly restored Mayoral Robe the 
Mayor of Sandwell, Cllr Linda Horton, gave a speech outlining 
the public life of this great Victorian businessman and also gave 
John May, one of the Mayor's Chauffeurs, a special mention for 
being instrumental in getting the robe restored. Tom Farley, 
great grandson of Reuben Farley, then spoke of the Farley 
family and how his own career had gone full circle as his 
business was now in manufacturing rolling mills, which was the 
business Reuben Farley was involved in at his Summit Foundry.  
 
The Mayor was introduced to the Friends of Dartmouth Park 
committee and to the volunteer gardeners who are keeping the 
Sensory Garden looking beautiful. Cllr Maria Crompton, Cabinet 
Member for Highways and Environment which includes 
responsibility for Parks and Countryside, also attended, 
together with many of our own members, as well as members of 
the general public.   

A big thank you to Dartmouth Park’s Management and the 
Mayor’s Office for their help with the organisation of this event. 

Mark Barrett,  Pauline Lawley,  Anne Wilkins, Tom Farley,  the Mayor 

of Sandwell, Cllr Linda Horton, and Friends’ Chairman Roger Stopford 

Mark and Anne produced interesting displays for the exhibition 

http://www.friendsofdartmouthpark.org.uk
mailto:carolh.fodp@btinternet.com


2 

Friends’ Annual Outing will be to Ingestre Hall  
Our annual trip this year is to Ingestre Hall on Tuesday 8 October and tickets will be 
on a first come first served basis.  The cost is £15 per person which includes coach 
travel, tour of the Hall and Gardens, and afternoon tea.  We will pick up at 12.45pm 
close to the main entrance to the park.  If you are interested in this trip please send  
a cheque amounting to the cost of the number of tickets required, together with a 
stamped addressed envelope, to the address on the front of this newsletter. 

Ingestre Hall is an imposing example of a Jacobean Mansion House.  The South 
front has large two storey bays and an impressive Jacobean porch, but the interior 
is mostly Victorian.  It has some delightful formal gardens, there is a very 
impressive stable block, which once housed the Earl of Shrewbury's polo ponies, 
and is now an equestrian centre of international standing.  Last but not least there is 
a wonderful Wren church dating back to 1677.  Frances Chetwynd-Talbot the 
mother of the 5th Earl of Dartmouth was the daughter of Earl Talbot of Ingestre Hall 
and was born at the Hall.  Of course, it was the 5th Earl who gave West Bromwich 
part of his Sandwell Estate for a Public Park which became Dartmouth Park.   

 

John Dixon, a member of the Friends, was one of the first pupils to take advantage of Ingestre 
and a member of the Orchestra at the official opening ceremony.  He shares his memories of 
this exciting experience: 

"I attended Hill Top Boys School and was a member of the West Bromwich Youth Orchestra 
playing the flute.  I was one of 66 pupils selected from West Bromwich Secondary Schools to be 
chosen to play in a Concert when Ingestre Hall was handed over to West Bromwich Council by 
the Earl of Shrewsbury in 1961.  We had to be 14 and it was probably the first time we'd been 
away from our parents.  Although it was exciting, it was also a bit worrying because we didn't 
know what to expect.  Our conductor was Mr Jack Fryer, a teacher from Churchfields, and we 
had two weeks prior to the Concert to rehearse the programme. We settled in after a couple of 
days and started to enjoy ourselves. 

"The accommodation was in dormitories and the food very much school meals.  The girls were 
on the bottom floor and we were on the first floor. We took the opportunity  to explore the Hall 
and in the library found a hidden passage - it just looked like books on one of the shelves, but it 
was only a facade, and if the right book was pressed a door opened to reveal the passage.  The 
Hall was surrounded by cows and sheep, and the gardens were neglected and a bit wild to say 
the least, but very exciting to explore.  In between orchestra practise for the Concert, we were 
able to do pottery, painting and drama. 

The Concert Programme was quite ambitious, and apart from the Bach, Haydn and Mozart we were to give the first public 
performance of a new work by a composer called Graham Whettam, written especially for the occasion called 'Suite for Youth'.  On 
the day of the official opening we practised in the morning and relaxed in the afternoon before getting ready for our parents to arrive 
for the evening.  We were all very nervous, although we had played in West Bromwich Town Hall to the Mayor on occasions.  An 
exhibition of the pots and paintings we had produced during the two weeks was displayed in one of the halls for our parents and 
various dignitaries to view. 

The programme ended with the Overture to "The Magic Flute" by Mozart and then everyone celebrated by toasting the opening of 
Ingestre when the Earl of Shrewsbury handed over the Hall to West Bromwich Corporation.  I managed to get my programme signed 
by composer Graham Whettam before I boarded the coach for home and although I have still got the programme I wish I hadn't 
folded it into four because it is now quite fragile." 

The photograph above right is of John in his school uniform and below is a photograph of John today.  Also below is part of the page 
of the programme signed by Graham Whettam.  John said he’d taken his flute out of storage a few weeks ago, but he was very rusty 
and he wished he hadn’t given it up when he left school. 

I’m sure John’s memories of Ingestre Hall have brought back memories for many of our members, and if you would like to visit 
Ingestre in October, please send your remittance as soon as possible to ensure you have a seat on the coach. 
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Dartmouth Park’s Volunteer Gardeners pay a visit to a beautiful Sensory Garden in Shifnal 

It was a Friday morning in June and the Volunteer 
Gardeners would normally be hard at work in the Park, 
but this particular Friday our Treasurer, Annette, had 
organised a visit to the Shifnal award winning Millennium 
Sensory Garden.  The volunteers who maintain the 
Sensory Garden gave us a very warm welcome and their 
introduction included how the group was set up in 1998 to 
create a permanent reminder of the millennium, but 
mainly to create a public space of lasting beauty and to 
give pleasure to those confined to wheelchairs, those who 
have a vision or hearing impairment and the generally 
less mobile members of the community.  After three years 
of fund raising they had £30,000 and work began in the 
autumn of 2001 with the garden officially opened to the 
public on the 18 May 2002.  The garden is voluntarily 
maintained to a high standard by a dedicated group of 
committee members and friends of the garden. 

In 2003 the group were very proud and delighted to 
receive The Queen’s Golden Jubilee Award, which was 
presented by the Lord Lieutenant of Shropshire.  They 
have also been presented with a Green Pennant Award 
2007/2008 which is run by the Civic Trust and is a 
national award that recognises high quality green spaces 
in England and Wales that are managed by voluntary  and 
community groups.  In 2012 the National Garden Scheme 
gave them a Special Award in the Shropshire Garden of 
the Year competition. 

The photographs on the right show Dartmouth Park’s 
volunteers not being put off by a downpour. The garden is 
stunning and gave us lots of ideas to take back to 
Dartmouth Park.  We would like to give a big thank you to 
the volunteers from Shifnal for making us so welcome and 
we will be inviting them to visit Dartmouth Park when the 
restoration is nearing completion. 

A big thank you to Ron Baggott for watering the Sensory Garden daily 

We would like to give a big thank you to Ron Baggott, a member of the 
Friends and volunteer gardener, for visiting the Park every morning at 9 
o'clock to water the hanging baskets and the other plants in the Sensory 
Garden. 

The Park's gardeners have been kept busy watering the bedding plants in 
the main Avenue, but their system doesn't extend to the Sensory Garden 
at the moment. 

The Sensory Garden and the rose beds are looking so colourful thanks to 
Ron and all the other wonderful volunteer gardeners who give up their 
time. Selwyn and Yvonne Hayward have been spending many hours 
keeping the rose beds in Lloyd Street looking lovely. 

John Dixon has made yet another set of implements for the musical 
instruments in the Sensory Garden. This will be the fourth set. Let’s hope 
that whoever is removing them will leave this set for visitors to the Park to 
use and enjoy. 

New Square is open and I think everyone agrees that it's a wonderful asset for West Bromwich and brings the Park closer to the 
town. The Park is part of the regeneration of West Bromwich and when the old car park is landscaped and integrated into the Park it 
will be even more accessible from New Square, which is, of course, linked to Queen's Square and the High Street. Whilst mentioning 
the High Street, it has been decided to keep the Farley Fountain in its current position in the town, and not move it to the perimeter of 
the Park. Also the Elephant which was offered to the Park for the Sensory Garden is now going to be relocated in the High Street. 

What a transformation for the  

upper pool 

Work is almost complete on the upper pool and 
the wildlife seem to be enjoying their new 
environment. (See left) 

Work is still in progress on the lower pool, but we 
can now get an idea of how it will look when work 
is completed. (See right) 
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Steve Bingham's memories of Dartmouth Park 

My family have always enjoyed the Park throughout the years. My parents were local to the Park 
- my mother was born in Cronehills St and my father in Church Vale. They would walk through 
the park when they were courting and this carried on as the family arrived, 5 of us. We all have 
many happy fond memories of the park. The old cafe with the Mynah bird, the bands on Sunday 
afternoons, the guy on the boats calling you in when your rowing time was up and pretending not 
to hear him, and of course the Remembrance Services with the now dwindling number of service 
men from the last war. 

In the final years of my mom's life she returned to Hallam St, where she was very happy, and 
due to failing mobility we would take it in turns pushing mom around the Park. She loved it and 
was thrilled to see work starting to maintain the Park. We would sit by the memorial and chat 
about her childhood days in the Park and how we also were brought to the Park for a day out. 
No matter the weather we would make a visit, weather dictating how long we stayed of course. 
But my mother loved the Park, and sitting by the memorial was a very special time for us. 
Especially me, as I live in Kent and travelled up to see mom, we would always pop into the Park 
just prior to my departure. In the winter we would sit with the sun on our faces, feeling its warmth 
and sometimes we chatted; other times we would just sit quietly and enjoy the bird songs.  

I still come home to see my sisters and friends and always pop into the Park and have a few 
minutes sitting by the memorial. Not the same without mom but it is a fantastic place and we are 
so lucky to have it.  
 
Pictured left is Steve's mom in the 1940s when she was around 21. 

Terry Price is launching his new book ‘West 
Bromwich Recollections’ in October 

Terry’s books are always eagerly anticipated and his new book is being launched 
on Saturday 12 October at Wesley Methodist Church, High Street, West 
Bromwich.  Signed copies of the book will be on sale in the front entrance of the 
Church between 10.00am and 4.00pm. 

It is a special hardback limited edition which has 192 pages and almost 400 
photographs covering virtually every district within West Bromwich. There are the 
popular school photographs, street scenes, shops, numerous pubs, football teams, 
Sunday School Anniversaries, as well as V.E Day and Coronation Day celebrations.  
The front cover is a photograph of the much loved Ice Cream Parlour, Trow’s in Bull 
Street, which has strong associations with visits to Dartmouth Park. 

The cover price of the book is £16.99, but anyone purchasing copies on the launch 
day will only have to pay £9.99.  A paperback version of the book is not being 
produced this time and as a consequence will not be available in any of the major 
shops. 

At 11.00 there will be an opportunity to meet Carl Chinn, who will also be signing 
Terry’s book.   

Terry was honoured this year by Sandwell MBC with a Special Community Hero 
Award for his outstanding contribution to West Bromwich.  He has been preserving 
the history of West Bromwich in his many books over the years and giving the 
profits from the books to various charities and good causes, including the Friends of 
Dartmouth Park. 

Eaton Valley Primary School Pupils and King George V Primary School Pupils visit the Park 

Year four pupils from Eaton Valley school visited Dartmouth Park on their last day of the Summer Term to see the Sensory Garden. 
The children had grown sun flowers at school to plant into the garden. Eight of the children were selected to plant their sun flowers 
supervised by Maggie Turner.  Year four pupils from King George V Primary School had visited the Park a couple of weeks earlier. 

The 
photograph 
left is of four 

of the children 
from Eaton 
Valley with 
Maggie and 

the 
photograph on 
the right is the 

class from 
King George V 

Primary 
School 

enjoying 
themselves. 


